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We, John Reginald Rayner of 7, Burford 
Park Road, Kinas Norton, Birmingham, 30 
and Donald Randall Morgan of 40, Glebe- 
land Gardens, Shepparton, Middlesex, for- 
merly of 71, Ferndown Road, Solihull, in 
the Countv of Warwick, both British Subjects, 
do herebv" declare the invention, for which we 
pray that a patent may be granted to us, 
and the method bv which it is to be performed 
to be particularly described in and by the 
following satement: — 

This invention relates to plant display 
troughs and has as an object provision of a 
display trough which avoids the necessity for 
frequent watering of any plants in the trough. 
This is useful "especially when the trough 
is located in a centrally heated building such 
as in a theatre foyer, restaurant or the like. 

In accordance with this invention, a plant 
display trough comprises an open water con- 
tainer having an out-turned perimetral flange 
and a cover plate partially closing the con- 
tainer, the cover plate having a flange comple- 
mentary to the container flange and seated 
on the latter, the cover plate being formed 
with a generally rectangular aperture having 
two opposite defining walls downwardly in- 
clined towards one another to form shoulders, 
a plant container seated on the flange of the 
cover plate so that the plant container is 
supported with opposite side walls seating on 
said shoulders, and capillary means between 
the containers serving to transfer water up- 
wardly to the plant container. 

Preferably, a lower portion of the plant 
container is enclosed by the water container 
and is provided with a water inlet. A water 
inlet tube may extend alongside or through 
the plant container to open in the water con- 
tainer. 

The capillary means is conveniently a wick 
extending through an aperture in the base of 
the plant container. 

[Price 5s. 0d.] 



In accordance with a further aspect of 
this invention a plant display trough com- 
prises an open water container having an out- 
turned perimetral flange and a cover plate 
partially closing the container, the cover plate 
having a flange complementary to the con- 
tainer flange and seated on the latter, the cover 
plate being formed with a generally rect- 
angular aperture having two opposite defining 
walls downwardly inclined towards one an- 
other to form shoulders, a plant container 
containing one or more plants and heated 
on the flange of the cover plate so that the 
plant container is supported with opposite 
side walls seating on said shoulders and capil- 
lary means between the c itainers serving to 
transfer water upwardly 'h the plant con- 
tainer. 

One embodiment of the invention is now 
described with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawings wherein: — 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a trough 
according to the invention; and 

Figure 2 is a transverse section of the 
same planted up for use. 

Referring now to the drawings, a plant 
display trough comprises a lower water con- 
tainer 10 and an upper plant container 11. The 
lower container comprises a generally rect- 
angular section bowl 12 having an out-turned 
perimetral flange 13 and a cover plate 14 
partially closing the open top of the bowl. 
The cover plate has a flange 15 which is com- 
plementary to the bowl flange and is secured 
seated thereon, and is provided with a com- 
paratively larg* generally rectangular aper- 
ture having tw > opposite defining walls 16, 
17 downwardly inclined towards one another 
to dome shoulders. The bowl and the coyer 
plate can each be formed from a plastics 
material, for example polystyrene. 

The plant conta'ner is of rectangular plan 
shape, is trough shaped with vertical end walls 
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*nH downwardly convergent side walls and the open water container having an out-turned 
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the trough. The plate preferably seats in a 
recess in the trough side-walls. 

The trough is received in the generally 
rectangular aperture of the cover plate with 
the upper face cf each rebate seating on a 
respective flange of the cover plate and the 
side walls seating on the shoulders. The trough 



the flange of the cover plate so that the plant 
container is supported with opposite side walls 
seating on said shoulders, and capillary means 
between the containers serving to transfer 
water upwardly to the plant container. 

2. A plant display trough as claimed in 
Claim 1 wherein a lower portion of the plant 
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supporting medium may be a John Innes 
potting component. 

Water is added to the water container 
throuah the tube formed in the trough side 
wall to a level be 1 w the trough bottom and 
the tube is theif jugged at 30. Water is 
transferred from u.c water container to the 
water-retentive granular layer in the plant 
trough bv the wick and is transferred to the 
plant-supporting medium by capillary action 
in the granular layer, The latter layer serves 
to spread water substantially evenly over the 
bottom of the trough. 

Addition of water to the container is re- 
quired at infrequent intervals, each of per- 
haps over a month dependent on the types of 
plants grown in the trough and ambient con- 
ditions. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS: — 
1. A plant display trough comprising an 



inclined towards one another to form 
shoulders, a plant container containing one 
or more plants and heated on the flange of 
the cover plate so that the plant container 
is supported with opposite side walls seating 
on said shoulders and capillary means between 
the containers serving to transfer water up- 
wardlv to the plant container. 

5 A plant displav trough substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to and 
as shown in the accompanying drawings. 
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